
REPORT TO FULL COUNCIL

CORPORATE PARENTING GROUP

2 DECEMBER 2015

1) Membership 

Corporate Parenting Group Membership:  
Councillor Paul McLain – Cabinet Member for Children and Young People 
Councillor Lesley Williams – Gloucestershire County Council Representative 
Councillor Chris Coleman – Gloucestershire County Council Representative
Mike Dawson – Chief Executive: Tewkesbury Borough Council 
Charles Welsh – Executive Head Teacher of Oakwood Primary School 
Jon Cryer – University of Gloucestershire
DS Simon Atkinson – Gloucestershire Police Constabulary  
Helen Crystal – Clinical Commissioning Group
Pauline Edwards – Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust
Heather Ingram – Executive Head Teacher of the Alternative Schools 
Provision 

Member Champions 
Cllr Joe Harris 
Cllr Brian Oosthuysen 
Cllr Stan Waddington

2) Data relating to Children in Care and Care Leavers in Gloucestershire 

a) There has been a 0.9 per cent decrease, (7 children), in the number of 
children living in care in Gloucestershire at the end of October 2015. 

b) As of 31 October 2015, 535 children and care leavers were living in care in 
Gloucestershire, an increase of 5.3 per cent, (508 children), from the 
number of children reported in October 2014. 

c) There was a total of 25 admissions made during October, (up on 21 
admissions reported in September).  

d) Of the 535 children living in care, 235 children, (43.9 per cent), were 
placed in care under a Voluntary Section 20 Arrangement. 

e) 19 children, (3.9 per cent), were placed at home with their parents, down 
on the  22 children, (4.1 per cent), reported in September 2015.

f) The percentage of children experiencing ‘3 or more placement moves’ has 
risen steadily in recent months, with 69 children, (12.9 per cent), reported 
at the end of October 2015.

A detailed performance report will be considered at the Corporate Parenting 
Group meeting on Thursday 3 December 2015. 



3) Children in Care Council meet Corporate Parenting Group 

At its meeting on 23 April 2015, the Corporate Parenting Group welcomed a 
proposal that young people who attend Children in Care Council Forums in 
Gloucestershire host an informal workshop event to meet representatives 
from the Corporate Parenting Group and to discuss key issues. The first 
‘Gloucestershire’s Children in Care Council meet Corporate Parenting Group’ 
event was held at the Growth Hub, University of Gloucestershire on 
Wednesday 28 October 2015. The event was a huge success, with a total of 
17 people in attendance. A report on some of the activities at the event is 
attached for information. A further event is planned for February 2016. 

4) Corporate Parenting Group Meeting – 21 October 2015

At its meeting on 21 October 2015, the Corporate Parenting Group considered 
the Annual Independent Reviewing Officer’s Report. As a statutory 
requirement of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008, the purpose of the 
report is to provide information on the performance of the ‘Corporate 
Parenting’ function at local authorities, and to assist in identifying emerging 
themes and trends from which to highlight and encourage good practice.

In considering the report, which included an overview of the role of the 
Independent Reviewing Officer and a discussion on concerns about children 
achieving permanence, the Corporate Parenting Group requested that the 
Director of Children’s Services (DCS) present updates on the progress of the 
Reunification Service, including assurances that the service is contributing to 
positive outcomes for children, and a report on future changes to the structure 
of adoption services in Gloucestershire at future meetings. 

Considering children in care data and a performance update, the group was 
informed that Gloucestershire had seen a rise in the numbers of children in 
care, a position reflected by most local authorities, both regionally and 
nationally. Within its statistical neighbour group, and at national level, 
Gloucestershire has stayed in approximately the same position when making 
comparisons with other authorities. .  

The group received a health update and a presentation on the ‘Over and 
Under 11’s Service’.  

5) Corporate Parenting Group Meeting – 9 December 2015

At its next meeting, the Corporate Parenting Group to consider permanency 
planning and the Virtual School Education Results. 

Councillor Paul McLain
Cabinet Member for Children and Young People and Strategic 
Commissioning 


